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Dr. Hammond is a board certified physiatrist who is an active clinician, 
researcher, administrator, and advocate. She is professor and Chair of 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at Indiana University School of 
Medicine; Chief of Medical Affairs and Brain Injury Medical Director 
at the Rehabilitation Hospital of Indiana; and Executive Chair of the 
Traumatic Brain Injury Model System. Dr. Hammond’s research and 
advocacy focuses on optimizing prognostic communication, longterm 
outcomes, and treatment effectiveness.

Mitch Rosenthal Memorial Lecture

Flora Hammond, M.D.

Sponsored by Dr. Nathan Zasler at Tree of Life

In 2008, the Mitchell Rosenthal Memorial Lecture first debuted to honor the major contributions 
of the late Dr. Rosenthal to the traumatic brain injury rehabilitation field. Besides his enormous 
contributions to the field, he was the primary organizer of the original Williamsburg Conference. Each 
year, the memorial lecture presenter is chosen based on professional accomplishments and personal 
qualities.

About the Mitch Rosenthal Memorial Lecture

Predicting the outcomes of traumatic brain injury has implications to clinical care, resource allocation, 
research outcome, and patient/family counseling. Over the years we have found several apparent 
markers of recovery, at least when applied in the general sense. However, translating research in 
this area into the practice of outcome prediction has significant challenges. Outcome predictions 
are powerful in that they have the potential to guide expectations and there by impact resource 
allocation. Most studies on traumatic brain injury have categorized outcome in to good and bad 
recovery. In many cases, the broad category of “bad recovery” includes “severe disability”, thus 
combining outcomes ranging from dead and vegetative to not being able to pay your own bills. 
Markers for recovery might have a potential role in monitoring one’s recovery to identify when 
someone is not progressing as anticipated. Additionally, predicted outcomes may have a role as 
a standard by which intervention outcomes are compared, and have been postulated as a tool for 
stratifying randomization in clinical trials. Other challenges confronting the clinician are how to best 
approach families with this prognostic information, and how the information should be used clinically 
(if at all) and when. These considerations for prognostication will be reviewed. Published guidelines 
and approaches to prognostication, as well as limitations and challenges will be discussed.

“Challenges & Strategies in Predicting Brain Injury Outcomes”

Tree of life provides post-acute, community-based, 
transitional neurorehabilitation and long-term supported 
living services for persons with acquired brain injury (ABI). 
Visit tree-of-life.com for more information.

Thank you to our Lecture Sponsor



Speaker Bios
Samantha Backaus, Ph.D., LCP

Brian Meyer, Ph.D., LCP

Kathryn Perry, OT

Dr. Backaus is a Clinical Neuropsychologist who currently works as the Associate Director of the 
Outpatient Brain Injury Neurorehabilitation Center, at the Rehabilitation Hospital of Indiana (RHI). 
Her roles generally consist of 75% clinical, 10% research, and 15% program developer. Dr. Backaus 
conducts diagnostic work in the area of brain injury, lead the outpatient interdisciplinary rehabilitation 
team in facilitating a holistic neurorehabilitation approach, as well as provide individual, couples, 
caregiver, and group psychological interventions to promote better emotional and psychosocial 
recovery after brain injury. As part of my research role, I co-developed evidenced-based treatments 
to help improve the long-term functioning of individuals with brain injuries and family members, 
including a Brain Injury Coping Skills Group program, and a Couples treatment program. Finally, I am 
in charge of program development at the holistic neurorehabilitation center.

Dr. Brian L. Meyer is a Clinical Psychologist and the Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder/Substance Use 
Disorders Specialist at the H.H. McGuire Veterans Administration Medical Center and an Assistant 
Professor in the Department of Psychiatry and an Affiliate Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Psychology at Virginia Commonwealth University.   He obtained his A.B. from Harvard University and 
his Ph.D. in clinical psychology with a specialization in adolescents and families from Duke University. 
Dr. Meyer has worked in the child welfare and the child and adult mental health fields as a clinician, 
administrator, teacher, policy maker, program developer, expert witness, researcher, and trainer. In his 
current roles, Dr. Meyer provides evidence-based treatments for Veterans who have problems with 
PTSD, substance abuse, depression, TBI, and other co-occurring conditions; works with Veterans and 
their families to address post-combat adaptations; supervises psychology trainees; and develops and 
conducts research on treatments for PTSD, substance abuse, and co-morbid conditions

Kathryn Perry has been an occupational therapist with Sheltering Arms Physical Rehabilitation Center 
since 2006. She is a graduate of James Madison University and began her career in acute care at 
Virginia Commonwealth University Medical Center in 2004. Once at Sheltering Arms, she worked in 
inpatient before transitioning to outpatient where she is currently practicing now at the Midtown 
location. Kathryn is an LSVT BIG certified therapist. In addition to treating those with Parkinson’s 
disease, Kathryn specializes in the treatment of brain injury and other neurological conditions 
including stroke. She has obtained training in the use of a variety of advanced technologies and has
assisted in the creation of several clinical programs including the iREACH Recovery Center and the 
Driver Readiness Program.

Michelle Crincoli, OT
Michelle Crincoli is an occupational therapist who works with patients with various neurological 
diagnoses including stroke, traumatic brain injury, multiple sclerosis, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, 
spinal cord injury, and many others. Michelle is an alumna of the University of Virginia where she 
received a BA in psychology and of Virginia Commonwealth University where she received an MS in 
Occupational Therapy.



Commissioner S. Hughes Melton, M.D., MBA, FAAFP, FABAM

Nathan Zasler, M.D.

Dr. S. Hughes Melton is a leader, teacher and healer appointed by Governor 
Ralph Northam to lead DBHDS and transform Virginia’s system for people 
with behavioral health and developmental disability. Previously, Dr. Melton 
served as the Chief Deputy Commissioner of Public Health and Preparedness 
at the Virginia Department of Health (VDH). He remains clinically active 
treating the chronic relapsing disease of the brain called addiction. He 
also led the agency’s response to Virginia’s public health emergency on 
addiction and speaks nationally on the substance abuse epidemic. . In 2015 
Dr. Melton’s team won the President’s Quality Award, the highest quality 
award granted at MSHA, and he received the Servant’s Heart Award, the 
highest patient service award granted at Mountain States. In addition to his 
board certification in family medicine, Dr. Melton became board certified in 

Dr. Nathan Zasler is the CEO and Medical Director of the Concussion Care Centre of Virginia (an 
outpatient neurorehabilitation practice) as well as Tree of Life Services, Inc. (a living assistance 
and transitional neurorehabilitation program for persons with acquired brain injury) in Richmond, 
Virginia. He is board certified in Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation and subspecialty board certified 
in Brain Injury Medicine. He is an affiliate professor in the Department of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation at VCU, and an adjunct associate professor in the PM&R Department at UVA. Dr. 
Zasler has contributed substantively to his field in many different ways over his 30 year career relative 
to disability advocacy, lay and professional education (nationally and internationally), support for 
survivors of ABI and their families, and research and dissemination. 

Addiction Medicine in 2012, the same year he started HighPower, P.C. a patient centered addiction 
treatment clinic in Russell County, Virginia. The American Academy of Family Physicians selected Dr. 
Melton to be the 2011 Family Physician of the Year for C-Health’s innovative work in the primary care 
treatment of addiction and chronic pain, and for his leadership in recruiting healthcare professionals 
to what was once considered a medically underserved county. The University of Virginia is his 
academic home where he earned his medical degree and completed his family medicine residency in 
1996. In 2012 he returned to earn his MBA from the University of Virginia Darden School of Business.

Paula Levin-Alcorn, MSW, LCSW, CBIS
Paula Levin-Alcorn is a case manager at Brain Injury Services in Springfield, VA. Paula has been also a 
yoga instructor for many years, teaching various populations including families, children, and people 
living with disabilities. Paula has been teaching for the LoveYourBrain Foundation since 2017 and is 
currently an instructor in the Reeve-RxRelax Adaptive Yoga Fellowship Program.

Joy Bradshaw, OTD/OTR/L
Joy Bradshaw treats patients at Sheltering Arms Hanover Hospit al Outpatient Neurological Center
specializing in neurological disorders including stroke, traumatic brain injury, spinal cord injury, etc. 
and targetsaddressing cognitive changes related to these disorders. Joy is an alumna of the University 
of Virginia where she received a BA in psychology and she attended the University of St. Augustine for 
health sciences where she received her Occupational therapy doctorate.



Asya Haikin, MA, C-IAYT, RYT-500

Thomas F. Bergquist, Ph.D., ABPP

Robert Karol, Ph.D.

Asya Haikin is a yoga therapist in Falls Church, VA. She has been teaching yoga and meditation for the 
past twenty years, and specializes in adapting yoga for those with physical limitations, both in group 
and one-on-one setting. She has been teaching for the LoveYourBrain Foundation since 2017, and 
manages their program at Falls Church Wellness Center.

Thomas F. Bergquist is the training coordinator for the fellowship Neuropsychology and Rehabilitation 
Psychology. He is Assistant Professor in Psychology in the Mayo Medical School. He is a consultant 
in both Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation and Psychiatry and Psychology at Mayo Clinic. Dr. 
Bergquist received his doctoral degree in Clinical and Medical Psychology from the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham, and completed a fellowship in Clinical Neuropsychology at Mayo Clinic. He 
is co-investigator of a NIDDR funded study on use of the Internet to deliver cognitive rehabilitation 
services to rural populations. His principal research interests include outcome following brain injury 
rehabilitation and coping with disability.

Dr. Karol is President of a group practice, Karol Neuropsychological Services & Consulting, in 
Minneapolis, that specializes in program development consultation for organizations, workshops 
& staff training, counseling for persons with brain injury, neuropsychological and rehabilitation 
evaluations, and case consultation for providers, insurers, attorneys, etc. He has authored four 
books and four book chapters, in addition to journal articles. Dr. Karol is Board Certified by the 
American Board of Professional Psychology (ABPP) as a Rehabilitation Psychologist and is Certified 
by the Academy of Certified Brain Injury Specialists (ACBIS) as a Certified Brain Injury Specialist 
Trainer (CBIST). He received the American Psychological Association Rehabilitation Division Lifetime 
Practice Excellence Award in 2015 for “excellence in clinical practice and contributions to the field of 
rehabilitation psychology” and the 2017 Cifu Lecturer Award for “distinguished contributions to the 
field of brain injury” from the VCU School of Medicine. He co-founded the Minnesota Brain Injury 
Alliance, serving on its Board of Directors for 14 years and he is a past Chair of the Board. He is on 
the Board of Trustees of the United States Brain Injury Alliance and is Past Chair of its Governance 
Committee. He is the Chair of the Minnesota Department of Human Services TBI Advisory Committee. 
and a member of the Minnesota Brain Injury Interagency Leadership Council and the DHS Home and 
Community-Based Services Partners Panel. He served on the Minnesota Department of Corrections 
Traumatic Brain Injury Expert Advisory Panel and has served on the Supreme Court of Minnesota 
Board of Law Examiners Special Test Accommodation Panel. He has been on the Mayo Clinic TBI 
Model Systems Regional Advisory Council. He served on the Board of Directors of Accessible Space, 
Inc. and Opportunity Partners’ TBI Metro Services’ Advisory Committee.

Kevin Carneiro, D.O.
Dr. Carneiro is the assistant Professor in the Department of Neurosurgery at UNC-Chapel Hill, and 
the Medical Director of UNC Spine Center as well as the Brain and Body Health Program through the 
Center for the Study of Retired Athletes. He is the physician for all patients in the Matthew Gfeller 
Concussion Clinic. Kevin is a native of Canada, and received an honors undergraduate degree in 
Human Biology from the University of Toronto. He received his medical degree from the Philadelphia 
College of Osteopathic Medicine. He then completed residency training in Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation (PM&R) and a fellowship in Sports and Spine Rehabilitation at Northwestern University 
Medical School / Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago (RIC). He is board certified in Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation as well as Sports Medicine.



William Robbins, M.D.

Megan Vaughan, CCC-SLP, CBIS

Rolf Gainer, Ph.D.

Dr. William Robbins is a physical medicine & rehabilitation doctor who practices in Richmond, 
VA. He has been practicing for 7 years. He is the Medical Director for the Polytrauma Transitional 
Rehabilitation Program (PTRP) and the Service Member Transitional Advanced Rehabilitation (STAR) at 
McGuire VA Medical Center located in Richmond, Virginia.

Megan Vaughan is a speech language pathologist who practices in Richmond, Virginia. She has been 
practicing for 6 years and is the lead speech therapist in the Service Member Transitional Advanced 
Rehabilitation (STAR) at McGuire VA Medical Center located in Richmond Virginia. She specializes in 
academic needs for accessing education after at traumatic brain injury.

Rolf B. Gainer is the Principal of Rolf B. Gainer and Associates, specializing in consultation to 
rehabilitation organizations. Dr. Gainer has been involved in the design and operation of brain injury 
rehabilitation programs since 1978. Formerly, he was the Vice President of Rehabilitation Institutes 
of America, the founder of the Neurologic Rehabilitation Institute of Ontario (Canada), served as 
the Chief Executive Officer at Brookhaven Hospital and is a founding Board member of Community 
NeuroRehab (CNR). He has a PhD in Clinical Psychology (Union University) and a MEd in Counseling 
Psychology (Antioch University). He has published numerous articles on brain injury rehabilitation and 
has presented at many national and international conferences. He is involved in three long-term
outcome studies related to social role return and restoration of self after brain injury.

Kelli Williams Gary, Ph.D.
Dr. Kelli Williams Gary is an assistant professor in the department of 
occupational therapy (OT) at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) in 
Richmond, VA. After sustaining a severe traumatic brain injury (TBI) twenty-
seven years ago, she obtained a Bachelor of Science in OT from Chicago 
State University in Chicago, IL, a Master of Science and Master of Public 
Health from Columbia University in New York, NY, and Ph.D. from VCU. 
She has 22 years of clinical practice, nine years of research, and six years 
teaching experience in OT. She is a member of the leadership team for 
Culture, Race, and Health Core in the VCU Institute on Inclusion, Inquiry, and 
Innovation. Dr. Gary has authored/coauthored more than 20 peer-reviewed 
journal articles and two book chapters primarily focused on racial and ethnic 

minorities and caregivers with TBI and other disabilities. Currently, she is the PI of a grant funded by 
National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research to develop a cultural 
family intervention after brain injury for African Americans to facilitate community reintegration of 
the survivor and alleviate burden and stress for the caregiver. She has presented at national and 
international conferences on her research. She is currently on the board of directors for Brain Injury 
Association of VA (BIAV), on a special national committee that reports directly to the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs in Washington, DC, and co-facilitates a monthly support group for people with brain 
injury sponsored by BIAV.



Cristin Beazley, PT, DPT, CBIS

Samuel Clanton M.D., Ph.D.

Cristin Beazley is a physical therapist with 13 years of clinical experience with the last 8 involving 
concussion care. She is currently the clinical lead for the Total Concussion Care at Sheltering Arms 
and her entire case load is comprised of patients who have had a concussion. She is also an instructor 
for Summit Education and travels around the country teaching a concussion management course. 
She has presented a poster about the benefit of Early Intervention and concussion at both the APTA 
CSM and American Academy of Neurology’s Sports concussion conference. She was also part of a 
team that was accepted to present at ACRM on the initial use of a clinical practice guideline to guide 
concussion management.

Dr. Clanton specializes in neurological rehabilitation. His undergraduate degree was a double major 
in biomedical engineering and computer science from Johns Hopkins University. He received a 
doctorate of philosophy in robotics from Carnegie Mellon and a medical degree from University 
of Pittsburg. Dr. Clanton’s Ph.D. dissertation was entitled “Brain-Computer Interface Control of an 
Anthropomorphic Robotic Arm,” and he completed his physical medicine and rehabilitation residency 
at the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago.

Zachary Crump, PT, DPT, NCS

Amanda Lyons, PT, DPT, NCS

Cynthia Young

Zachary Crump holds a Doctor of Physical Therapy degree from Old Dominion University and has 8.5
years of experience as a staff inpatient physical therapist at Sheltering Arms, working with a variety 
of patients who have neurological deficits. He is a member of the American Physical Therapy 
Association’s Neurology section and became board certified as Neurological Clinical Specialist (NCS) 
in 2015. He served as an author on the iWalk clinical practice guide for walking recovery and has 
served as mentor for the VCU-Sheltering Arms Neurologic Physical Therapy residency program since 
2016. Since 2017, he has served as a Knowledge Broker at Sheltering Arms, where his primary interests 
are integrating extra practice into inpatient rehab, racial equality among allied healthcare providers, 
and clinical research to predict walking recovery for patients who have suffered a stroke.

Amanda Lyons holds a Doctor of Physical Therapy degree from Wheeling Jesuit University and has 8
years of experience as a staff inpatient and outpatient physical therapist at Sheltering Arms 
Rehabilitation in Richmond, Va. She is a member of the APTA’s Neurology Section and became 
a board certified Neurologic Clinical Specialist (NCS) in 2016. Amanda is co-author of an article 
published in Occupational Therapy in Health Care titled, Effects of Simulated Low Vision on Postural 
Adjustment to Changes in Center of Mass in Older Adults”. She is an APTA credentialed clinical 
instructor and is passionate about mentorship and professional development. Amanda received 
honors in Richmond’s Our Health Magazine for “Best Bedside Manner” in 2017 and 2018. 

Cynthia is one of the lead vocational rehabilitation counselors in the Service Member
Transitional Advanced Rehabilitation (STAR) at McGuire VA Medical Center located in Richmond, 
Virginia.

Sharon Barton
Sharon is one of the lead vocational rehabilitation counselors in the Service Member
Transitional Advanced Rehabilitation (STAR) at McGuire VA Medical Center located in Richmond, 
Virginia.



Ryan Lockwood, MS, PT, CSCS

Woody Beach, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

Ryan Lockwood is a Physical Therapist and clinic manager at Children’s Hospital of Richmond at 
VCU, Fredericksburg Therapy Center. He is a Certified Strength and Conditioning Specialist from the 
NSCA and has also completed certification in Pediatric Vestibular Rehab Competency from the APTA. 
Ryan graduated from Ithaca College and has provided pediatric therapy services for over 20 years in 
outpatient pediatrics. Ryan was instrumental in developing the multi-disciplinary concussion program 
at CHoR which has been in place since 2011.

Woodford A. Beach, Ph.D., CCC/SLP has practiced speech-language pathology since 1983. Specializing 
in neurogenic communication disorders, he has been with the Virginia Commonwealth University 
Health System since 1987. He received his bachelor’s degree from Cornell University in 1975 in 
linguistics, his master’s degree from West Virginia University in 1982 in speech-language pathology, 
and his doctorate from the University of Chicago in 2002 in linguistics. Most of Dr. Beach’s practice 
has been as a clinician with the Neurology and Neurosurgery Services, providing both inpatient and 
outpatient care. He has conducted research into language and epilepsy including brain mapping. He
participated in the development of a concussion screening program at VCU. 

Alison Fedio, Ph.D., PsyD
Dr. Alison Fedio is a Profes sor and Associate Dean in the Clinical Psychology Program at the American 
School of Professional Psychology at Argosy University, Northern Virginia, where she works closely 
with doctoral students intending careers in clinical neuropsychology. She has presented research 
results nationally and internationally, as well as published in refereed journals, in the area of brain-
behavior relations. She is pursuing research dealing with changes in self-awareness and self-concept 
in individuals with TBI and stroke, as well as innovative research regarding treatment of individuals 
with neurological disorders. Dr. Fedio provides individual and group therapy to neurological patients 
and their families at Neuropsychology at Burke in northern Virginia.

Katie St. Clair, PT, DPT, CBIS
Katie is a physical therapist w ith Sheltering Arms Rehabilitation Hospital in Richmond, VA. She 
currently works in both inpatient and outpatient rehabilitation, serving primarily neurological 
populations. She received her doctorate in physical therapy from Columbia University, with an 
emphasis in adult neurological physical therapy during her final year. After graduation she completed 
the VCU-Sheltering Arms Neurological Residency Program, and will sit for her NCS exam in the spring 
of 2019. She is LSVT BIG certified and a Certified Brain Injury Specialist through the BIAA.

Patricia M. Stevens, OTL
Patricia M Stevens is an Occupational Therapist and Clinic Manager at Children’s Hospital of 
Richmond at VCU, Bon Air Therapy Center. She is a graduate of Elizabethtown College and has 
provided pediatric therapy services for over 25 years in outpatient pediatrics. Pat is a leader of the 
core team for the development of a multi-disciplinary concussion team at CHoR which has been 
in place since 2011. Pat has worked closely with the physicians, therapists, nurses and educators in 
the clinic setting as well as in active treatment programs. Pat has completed advanced training in 
Vestibular Rehab through various national conferences as well as completed CBIS training in 2015. 
She continues to be instrumental in developing and maintaining competencies for training staff in
management of concussion/ mild traumatic brain injury throughout the CHoR organization.



Melissa Oliver, OT
Melissa Oliver is an occupational therapist and the Assistive Technology Program Coordinator at 
McGuire VA Medical Center in Richmond, VA. She works assisting active duty service members and 
veterans with various transition back into their life roles through the use of assistive technology. 
She specializes in the areas of electronic cognitive devices, adaptive computer access, learning 
technologies and electronic aides to daily living.

Paul Fedio, Ph.D.
Dr. Paul Fedio cu ltivated a research career at the Neurology Institute, National Institutes of Health, 
dealing with the effects of neurological disorders on memory, language, and emotional behavior. His 
recent research interests include cognitive and behavioral changes in self-awareness and self-concept 
in individuals with TBI, stroke, epilepsy, and other neurological disorders. He has presented research 
findings nationally and internationally and has numerous publications investigating brain-behavior 
relations. Dr. Fedio has enjoyed teaching graduate students in clinical neuropsychology at The 
Catholic University of America, George Mason University, and Argosy University, and conducts clinical 
and forensic neuropsychological evaluations with neurological patients at Neuropsychology at
Burke.

Rylie Power, BS

Chris Gentry

Rylie Power is a graduating student in the Occupational Therapy Doctorate (OTD) program at Virginia
Commonwealth University. With her personal and professional commitment to brain injury 
rehabilitation, Rylie has invested the last year of clinical training in neurorehabilitation settings 
at Sheltering Arms Inpatient Rehab and the McGuire VA Medical Center Polytrauma Transitional 
Rehabilitation Program (PTRP) in Richmond, VA. She is culminating her educational program with her 
doctoral practicum at McGuire VA Medical Center PTRP and STAR programs. This past year, she was 
awarded the AOTF Pi Theta Epsilon Mary J. Bridle First Researcher Award for her manuscript, “The 
Effect of Mild Traumatic Brain Injury (mTBI) on Romantic Relationships”, a study she led and authored 
while earning her B.S. from James Madison University. In her free time, you can find her cheering on 
her VCU Rams basketball and JMU Dukes football teams.

Chris Gentry is a clinical specialist in neurological rehabilitation who is an o ccupational therapist at 
the McGuire VA Medical Center PTRP for the past nine years. She has participated in several research 
and program development activities across her twenty five years of OT practice, including group 
treatment protocols, a therapeutic garden, and implementation of movement therapy for stroke 
interventions and facilitating additional assessments and technologies to maximize patients functional
Independence.



Nancy Hsu, PsyD., LCP
Dr. Hsu is an Assistant Professor and a licensed clinical psychologist in VCU’s Department of Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation. She is also a board certified rehabilitation psychologist. She obtained her 
doctoral degree in Clinical Psychology from Argosy University, Atlanta and completed her internship 
at the VA Maryland Health Care Systems in Baltimore, Maryland. She joined the faculty in 2007 after 
completing two years of NIDRR-funded Advanced Rehabilitation Research and Training postdoctoral 
fellowship training, under Dr. Jeffrey Kreutzer. Dr. Hsu has extensive experience providing 
neuropsychological testing services and psychotherapy to the TBI population. She has published 
peer-reviewed manuscripts, co-authored book chapters, and presented at state and local professional 
conferences.

Jeff Kreutzer, Ph.D., ABPP, FACRM
Jeffrey S. Kreutzer is the Rosa Schwarz Cifu Professor of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at 
Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU), Medical College of Virginia Campus.  Since 1987, he has 
served as Director of Virginia’s federally designated Traumatic Brain Injury Model System.  A founding 
member of the Brain Injury Association of Virginia, Dr. Kreutzer is a neuropsychologist and family 
therapist with more than three decades of experience developing, providing, and evaluating brain 
injury services.  He has published more than 170 peer reviewed papers and is the primary developer 
of the Brain Injury Family Intervention (BIFI), an empirically-based education, skill building, and 
psychotherapeutic program for families.  Dr. Kreutzer is the Editor-in-Chief of the Encyclopedia of 
Clinical Neuropsychology and Co-Editor-in-Chief of the journal Brain Injury. He has received the 
Distinguished Lifetime Contribution to Neuropsychology Award  from the National Academy of 
Neuropsychology (2010) as well as the North American Brain Injury Society’s Award for Innovations 
in Treatment (2013). He is also a recipient of the International Brain Injury Association’s Jennett Plum 
Award for Clinical Achievement in the Field of Brain Injury Medicine (2017).

Grace Denio, BS
Grace Denio works as a Research Specialist for the Department of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation at Virginia Commonwealth University. She graduated magna cum laude and received 
a Bachelor of Science in Psychology and Minor in Religious Studies from VCU. Grace has served 
in a number of research positions including working as a research assistant for VCU Department 
of Psychiatry, where she worked on a number of studies focusing on substance use and other 
risky behaviors and their relation to peer network development, and as research assistant and 
lab supervisor for the VCU Health and Discrimination Lab, where she studied different aspects of 
stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination, and their relation to health outcomes. 

Cheryl Ford-Smith, PT, DPT
Dr. Cheryl D. Ford-Smith is an Associate Professor in the Department of Physical Therapy, College of 
Health Professions at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) where she teaches Adult Neurological 
Physical Therapy among other courses. Cheryl is a practicing physical therapist with over twenty-five 
years of clinical and academic experience in neurological rehabilitation with specific expertise in the 
examination and treatment of individuals with neurological diagnoses and complex vestibular and 
balance disorders. She is a V2FIT Certified Competent Concussion Specialist. Her current research 
interest is in the effectiveness of vestibular rehabilitation methods for individuals with mild traumatic 
brain injury and post-concussion syndrome.



Cheryl Kempf
Cheryl is a survivor of acquired brain injury from a 1994 anoxia incident. She and her family invented 
her own rehabilitation as she was released with no therapy plans for the numbness and balance issues 
that still exist today. In 2012, a negative experience with law enforcement caused by her numb hand 
resulted in PTSD and the recogniti on that “to be different is not to be guilty”, but that is what she 
was accused of. Due to her shepherding this effort and testifying to the Texas Legislature, Texas now 
has a law, HB 1338, that requires peace officers and first responders to be trained in brain trauma 
recognition and constructive response. The law is now being considered on a national level, first 
brought to Washington, DC by Congressman Will Hurd’s interest. Cheryl does and has spoken on 
national, state and local levels raising awareness of this need and answering law.

Jenny Marwitz, MA
Ms. Marwitz is an Associate Professor in VCU’s Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation. 
She has experience coordinating major research and demonstration projects and has served as 
the Project Coordinator for the VCU TBI Model System since 1990. Ms. Marwitz has co-authored 
39 journal articles and book chapters related to TBI. Additionally, Ms. Marwitz currently serves as 
managing editor for Brain Injury, an international journal focused entirely on research findings and 
program development in the field of brain injury. Her research interests include
emotional adjustment, community reintegration, and return to work after brain injury.

Anna McChesney, MS, LPC
Anna is the Director of Healing Sounds, LLC and board certified music therapist, licensed music 
educator, certified rehabilitation counselor, and a licensed profession counselor in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia. She is a 2004 graduate of East Carolina University with degrees in Music Therapy and 
Music Education. Upon graduation, Anna completed her internship and contracted services though 
Musicworx of California in San Diego, California, where she served in diverse settings ranging from 
hospitals and cancer survival groups to public schools and private homes. Anna has extensive 
experience working as a music therapist, including providing therapy services and crisis stabilization 
to detained teenagers in the Richmond area. She currently manages and runs the group practice as 
well as provides individual and group therapy in both the music and traditional sense.


